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Introduction 1
The goal of this book is to welcome researchers into the community of questionaskers In the second half of this century's first decade, I was privileged to participate in a wide-ranging conversation about the teaching of research ethics. The conversation or, more accurately, conversations occurred primarily among those scholars involved in a project known as the Model Curriculum for Land Grant Universities in Research Ethics (LANGURE). More than a hundred faculty and graduate students contributed to LANGURE, and their creativity and imagination inspired me to write this book. Our goal was to develop a novel curriculum in the responsible conduct of research (RCR), a curriculum that would take a philosophical approach to the topic and emphasize the centrality of senior members of the community in RCR pedagogy. I'll say more about these goals and assumptions in the Introduction. Before proceeding, however, I wish to acknowledge those who helped to shape the ideas expressed in these pages. There are many andat the risk of forgetting someone -I venture to acknowledge them all. Christine Grant and Brenda Alston-Mills served with me as LANGURE's co-principal investigators. It is a privilege to acknowledge their contributions. Two brilliant and creative scholars, each was an indefatigable source of critical insight and good humor. It was an honor and a delight to work alongside them. As this book is one of the "deliverables" of our project and supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF Grant 0530217), we are required to add that any opinions, findings and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of NSF.
For fixing some of my mistaken views about moral philosophy and helping me to get right whatever is right in the overall structure of the book, four philosophical tutors deserve special credit. Gary Varner persuaded me of the virtues of R. M. Hare's two-level utilitarian ethical theory years ago and he commented extensively on many of these chapters. Doug MacLean helped me to sharpen the exposition of contractualism, argued vigorously with me about the plausibility of egoism, and registered more complaints about the pedagogical wisdom of featuring egoismas I doas the first ethical theory that a reader will here encounter. Rob Streiffer and Terry McConnell read almost all of the manuscript, pointing out passages where the argument needed clarification and strengthening. Both saved me from numerous errors. Rob has also helped me to appreciate the role that ethicists may play in public policy discussions. I am deeply indebted to these four exemplary scholars and honored to call them friends.
Others helped too. David Resnik, Dan Vasgird, and Jami Taylor commented on several chapters. Spencer Muse saved me from making more than one gaffe in the discussion of statistical methods. Members of the OpenSeminar in Research Ethics made numerous contributions. It's imperative that I say a further word about this productive informal research group because I invoke it, and even presume to speak as a representative of it, throughout the book.
The OpenSeminar in Research Ethics (openseminar.org/ethics) is a repository of opensource courses in responsible conduct of research. The courses are created, maintained, and updated by senior scholars. These scholars, experts in mentoring junior researchers as they prepare to become professionals, constitute a diverse, informal online community. I gratefully acknowledge the contributions of the OpenSeminar group, especially those xiii www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-18708-4 - Jennifer Manion provided critical editorial feedback and incisive suggestions to improve the arguments of Parts A-D. Her sharp eye identified many a grammatical jumble, her sharp pencil untangled the messes, and the result of her work was dramatic improvement in the clarity of my prose. Jane Seakins at Cambridge University Press cheerfully kept the project on track.
Finally, thank you to my mentor and confidant, Tom Regan. Tom first encouraged me to study research ethics, helped me to refine my understanding of moral rights and, among many other things, stood by me through more than one difficult day. It is unusual to find great courage, intelligence, and kindness in a man. Tom has them all xiv Acknowledgments www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-18708-4 -Research Ethics: A Philosophical Guide to the Responsible Conduct of Research Gary Comstock Frontmatter More information in equal measure. I am glad to have the opportunity to recognize his virtues and salute his lifetime of achievement.
}}} I dedicate the book to Mom and Dad. I suspect that they have no idea how much their support has meant to me, especially during the last few years. Children are fortunate when they believe with reason that their parents are the best parents in the world. But I am more fortunate still, because everyone I know says my parents are the best parents they know of, too.
